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About the Artwork 

 

άFirst, I would like to acknowledge the ancestral sacred lands and waters of the Karankawa and the 
Akokisas peoples on land in what we now call Houston, Texas. I want to honor and celebrate these 
peoples for their resilience and strength in defending these unceded territories. May we as a 
community learn from their spirit about how best to be stewards of this place we call home. For 
centuries these spaces were inhabited by people who understood the rich relationship between land 
and people. In Texas, there were hundreds of tribes, all of which had their own languages, customs, 
and traditions whose stories have been left out of our collective Texan historical understandings. The 
time has come for us to learn more about whom we are as a community by presenting a narrative 
that has been ignored. We should all strive to be good stewards of our home by connecting with what 
was here before. Across the globe, people are learning that we are deeply connected with our fellow 
humans, environment, and cosmos. Therefore, my goal for this project is to create a visual response 
to the natural area surrounding the greater Houston area along with a portrait of a native from this 
specific area.έ 

άMy work has always been about the intimate relationship to land and to the dreaming of a better 
life. Using a limited color palette, the colors would reference natural pigments that have been 
sourced from the Americas. There will be two painting panels that would incorporate dynamic-
colored angles with one panel depicting a landscape painting influenced by the Brazos Bend River 
and Galveston Island. The second panel would be a large-scale portrait painting of a Karankawa 
native representative. The large-scale images would also reference local plant and animal life 
creating a patterned free-flowing composition.έ 


